ALFA PRO - alfa-pro.co.za

Techniques for peeling the white skin off
the tail fiber

Overview

Technigues and methods for peeling the white skin off tail fibersPeeling the white
skin off a tail fiber involves carefully gripping the base, cutting conn.

Key Takeaways

Peeling the white skin off a tail fiber involves carefully gripping the base, cutting
connective tissue as needed, and pulling the skin downward in a controlled motion to
avoid tearing.Preparation

Before starting, gather the necessary tools: a sharp, thin, flexible knife (such as a
skinning or fillet knife) and protective gloves to prevent cuts and contamination.
Ensure the animal is fresh, as skin removal is easier and the pelt is less likely to be
damaged when the carcass is recently harvested .

Step-by-Step Technique
* Expose the Tail Base: Begin by peeling the pelt down the hind legs to expose the
base of the tail. Make small cuts around the tail if necessary to free connective tissue

* Grip the Tail Firmly: Hold the tail at its base with one hand, ensuring a secure but
gentle grip. This provides control without damaging the skin .

* Cut Connective Tissue: Use the knife to carefully sever any remaining connective
tissue attaching the skin to the tailbone. Avoid cutting too deeply to prevent damage
to the pelt.
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* Use a Tail Stripper (Optional): For animals like raccoons, a tail stripper can be
clamped around the tailbone. Pull the tailbone out slowly while holding the base of
the tail, freeing the skin from the underlying structure .

* Peel the Skin Downward: Apply steady, controlled pressure to pull the skin down the
tail. Maintain a consistent angle and direction to prevent tearing. Let the natural
resistance of the skin guide your motion .

* Finish to the Tip: Continue peeling until the skin is fully removed. For furred tails,
ensure the tail is split along the underside if necessary, leaving the skin attached to
the pelt for proper processing .

Tips for Success

* Keep the knife sharp: A dull blade increases the risk of tearing the skin or injuring
yourself .

» Avoid twisting the skin: Twisting can create tears or uneven separation.

* Work slowly and deliberately: Controlled motion ensures a clean peel and preserves
the quality of the pelt .

* Hang larger animals: Using a gambrel or hook can make pulling the skin easier and
reduce strain . By following these steps, the white skin can be removed cleanly from
the tail fiber, leaving the pelt intact and ready for further processing such as fleshing,
stretching, and drying .

Article Content
Skinning fox tails

When | skin a well furred winter fox, I'"ll split the tail down about half way then skin
and pull the tail. Then I"ll use my tail stripper, like |
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://alfa-pro.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://alfa-pro.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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