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How to make the network light on a
network cabinet turn on when there is no

network light

Overview
17.3. No Link Light If you do not have a link light on your network interfaces, they are
not up and will not be able to communicate with the network. Your.

Key Takeaways
If a network port LED is not lighting, you can either troubleshoot the connection or
use switch-specific commands to activate identification LEDs.Troubleshooting a Non-
Lighting Network Port
• Check the physical connection: Ensure the Ethernet cable is properly plugged in
and not damaged. Swap with a known working cable to rule out cable issues (Router-
switch guidance) .

• Verify port and device status: Make sure the port is enabled on the switch and the
connected device's network adapter is active. Disable wireless adapters temporarily
to avoid conflicts .

• Test with another device: Connect a laptop or server to the same port to confirm
whether the issue is with the port or the original device .

• Check network configuration: Ensure the device has a valid IP address and the port
is not administratively down. Use commands like ipconfig /all on Windows to verify
settings .
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• Inspect for hardware issues: Look for debris, loose connections, or physical damage
in the port. Some motherboards may not light LEDs if the link speed is below 10 Mbps
.
Activating Identification LEDs on Switches

For certain managed switches, you can make the LED light up for identification
purposes:

• Cisco Catalyst 9300/9200: Use the command hw-module beacon slot on to turn on
the blue identification LED. To turn it off, use hw-module beacon slot off .

• Cisco Meraki devices: Most Meraki switches support a blink LED feature for device
identification .

• Limitations: Not all switches support blinking or identification LEDs. For example,
Cisco 3850 and some older Catalyst models do not have this feature .
Additional Tips
• If the port LED remains off despite troubleshooting, the port or network adapter
may be faulty and require replacement .

• For remote identification, using the beacon or blink commands is safer than
physically inspecting the switch, especially in large network cabinets .

• Always ensure the switch is powered and not overloaded, as insufficient power can
prevent LEDs from functioning correctly . By combining physical troubleshooting with
switch-specific LED commands, you can either restore the network light or use it for
identification even when the port is not actively transmitting data.

Article Content

Is there a way to get rid of ethernet lights? : r/buildapc

So I''m trying to sleep and the ethernet lights are blinking annoyingly at night. the
only real solution for me right now is to unplug or cut

© 2026 ALFA PRO COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 3/3

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://alfa-pro.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://alfa-pro.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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