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How to disable ports on a core switch

Overview
portDisable Disables a port or a range of ports identified by port numbers, index
number in hexadecimal format. You may specify portCfgPersistentDisableUse.

Key Takeaways
Core switch ports can be disabled either administratively via configuration commands
or physically using port blockers to prevent unauthorized use.Administrative
Shutdown

For managed switches like Cisco Catalyst series, you can disable a port via the
command-line interface (CLI):

• Log into the switch:

Switch> enableSwitch# configure terminal 
• Enter the interface configuration for the port you want to disable:

Switch(config)# interface fa0/1 
• Shut down the port:

Switch(config-if)# shutdown

This administratively disables the port, preventing any traffic from passing through it
while keeping the switch operational .

Physical Port Blocking

If you want to permanently or semi-permanently prevent a port from being used, you
can use physical methods:
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• RJ45 port blockers/security caps: Snap into the port and require a special key to
remove, effectively preventing accidental connections .

• Empty RJ45 connectors or cut cables: Inserted into the port to block access, though
this is less elegant and may damage the port .

• Labeling and administrative shutdown together: Even when using physical blockers,
it's recommended to shut down the port in the configuration and label it to ensure it
is not used .
Port Isolation (Optional)

For switches that support port isolation (e.g., Meraki MS series), you can restrict
traffic between ports without fully shutting them down:

• Navigate to the switch management dashboard.

• Select the ports to isolate.

• Enable Isolation in the configuration. This prevents communication between
isolated ports while still allowing access to the network gateway, useful in multi-
tenant or segmented environments .
Automated Management via PowerShell

On Windows Server environments with Network Switch Manager, you can disable
ports using PowerShell:

$Session = New-CimSession -ComputerName "NetworkSwitch01"Disable-
NetworkSwitchEthernetPort -CimSession $Session -DeviceId "Ethernet17"

This method allows remote and scripted management of switch ports, ideal for large
deployments .

Best Practices
• Always document which ports are disabled.

• Combine administrative shutdown with physical blocking for maximum security.

• Use port isolation when you need to restrict traffic without fully disabling the port.

• Test changes in a lab environment before applying to production core switches. By
following these methods, you can effectively disable core switch ports to enhance
network security and prevent unauthorized access.
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Article Content

portDisable

Disables a port or a range of ports identified by port numbers, index number in
hexadecimal format. You may specify

portCfgPersistentDisable

Use this command to persistently disable a port or a range of ports. Persistently
disabled ports remain disabled across power cycles,

Disabling Switch Ports

On a cisco switch such as a catalyst 2900 & 3500 series switches, you can just shut
the port down. It treats each port

Permanently Physically Disable Switchport

Sort of a fringe question, but I discovered that my primary trunk port 0/47 on my
lab''s core switch (to the router) is

Restricting Traffic with Isolated Switch Ports

Port isolation allows a network administrator to prevent traffic from being sent
between specific ports. This can be

Portdisable | Brocade Fabric OS Command Reference (Supporting

Specifying multiple ports with the index (-i) or slot (-s) option is supported only if
PortSwap is disabled. They are not supported on

Enabling or Disabling Switch Ports

In the switch Graphic view, click on the ports to configure. A check mark appears for
each SFP or QSFP. Select Actions >

Switchdisable | Brocade Fabric OS Command Reference (Supporting

When this command is executed on a logical switch, only the ports allocated to the
logical are disabled. To disable the entire chassis,

Disable Unused Switch Ports — Network+ & A+ Lab | 101 Labs

Hands-on lab showing how to disable unused switch ports to improve network
security. CompTIA Network+ and A+ practical lab

Disable-NetworkSwitchEthernetPort (NetworkSwitchManager)

© 2026 ALFA PRO COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 4/10

This command disables an Ethernet port with device ID Ethernet17 on a network
switch. The command uses a CimSession, similar

Juniper Networks

We would like to show you a description here but the site won''t allow us.

How to Disable Unused Ports for Enhanced Network Security

In this video, I demonstrate how to disable unused ports on network devices like
routers,

Enabling or Disabling Network Ports on Switches | Juniper Networks

Network ports connect switches to the network and carry network traffic. You can
enable or disable network ports of

How to disable ports on netgear M4100-50G

What is the best way to disable ports on a netgear M4100-50G switch without
physically unplugging cables?

Switch Engine v33.2.1 Command References

Switch Engine™ v33.2.1 Command References > Commands > disable port Extreme
Networks, Inc. January 01, 2025 Print this

How to disable unused Cisco Access Ports

Learn how to disable unused Cisco Access Ports to enhance network security. Follow
our simple guide to efficiently

How to Disable a Port on the NETGEAR M4300 Managed Switch

Whether you''re using the command line interface (CLI) or web GUI, disabling a port
on

Easy Ways to Enable a Port on a Cisco Switch: 8 Steps

To activate or enable a port on your Cisco Switch, connect to your Switch and type

Solved: Shutting down all port

Is there a way to shut down all the ports at once on a 6509E, 3560X, 3560G, 3750G
and 4948E? We are upgrading the

How to enable or disable a port in a Cisco switch or router

How to enable or disable a port in a Cisco switch or router All Syntax No Theory 177

2.2.4.1 Secure Unused Ports
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Switch Security: Management and Implementation Switch Port Security Disable
Unused Ports A simple method that many

Close port 80 & 443 on Cisco switch

Hi i have Cisco switch model 2960 48 ports i plane to disable three ports on it for
Internet service. I want to know how

Back Button

We would like to show you a description here but the site won''t allow us.

Disabling unused access ports

We have been disabling ports manually and putting them in a dead Vlan whenever a
port shows not connected. Is

2.2.4.1 Secure Unused Ports

Switch Security: Management and Implementation Switch Port Security Disable
Unused Ports A simple method that many

Close port 80 & 443 on Cisco switch

Hi i have Cisco switch model 2960 48 ports i plane to disable three ports on it for
Internet service. I want to know how

Back Button

We would like to show you a description here but the site won''t allow us.

Disabling unused access ports

We have been disabling ports manually and putting them in a dead Vlan whenever a
port shows not connected. Is

switchDisable

Disables all user ports on a switch. Description Use this command to disable all user
ports on a switch. All Fibre Channel ports are

Solved: Disabling / Enabling a port

Noob alert!! How do I go about disabling / enabling a port on a 3560?

Enabling or Disabling Switch Ports

Enabling or Disabling Switch Ports To enable or disable selected switch ports: Select
the Configuration > Ports > Ports page. If not

Disable port on M4100-26G Network Switch
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Hi All, Any advice how to disable a port on M4100-26G Managed Network Switch?
Users would like to disable unused

Disabling a Port

Disabling a Port If you disable the last E_Port or ISL connecting the switch to the
fabric, the fabric reconfigures, the switch segments

Ubiquiti

We would like to show you a description here but the site won''t allow us.

How to enable or disable a port on a Cisco IP switch

Back to top How to enable or disable a port on a Broadcom BES-53248 switch How to
enable periodic Cisco switch data collection

How to enable/disable a switch port on NETGEAR M4300 Fully

This is a short video showing how to enable and disable a port on a NETGEAR M4300
Series Fully Managed Switch.

Command Reference

The shutdown command disables all functions on the specified interface. On serial
interfaces, this command causes the DTR signal

Juniper Networks

We would like to show you a description here but the site won''t allow us.

How to Disable Unused Ports for Enhanced Network Security

In this video, I demonstrate how to disable unused ports on network devices like
routers,

Enabling or Disabling Network Ports on Switches | Juniper Networks

Network ports connect switches to the network and carry network traffic. You can
enable or disable network ports of

How to disable ports on netgear M4100-50G

What is the best way to disable ports on a netgear M4100-50G switch without
physically unplugging cables?

Switch Engine v33.2.1 Command References

Switch Engine™ v33.2.1 Command References > Commands > disable port Extreme
Networks, Inc. January 01, 2025 Print this
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How to disable unused Cisco Access Ports

Learn how to disable unused Cisco Access Ports to enhance network security. Follow
our simple guide to efficiently

How to Disable a Port on the NETGEAR M4300 Managed Switch

Whether you''re using the command line interface (CLI) or web GUI, disabling a port
on

Easy Ways to Enable a Port on a Cisco Switch: 8 Steps

To activate or enable a port on your Cisco Switch, connect to your Switch and type

Solved: Shutting down all port

Is there a way to shut down all the ports at once on a 6509E, 3560X, 3560G, 3750G
and 4948E? We are upgrading the

How to enable or disable a port in a Cisco switch or router

How to enable or disable a port in a Cisco switch or router All Syntax No Theory 177

2.2.4.1 Secure Unused Ports

Switch Security: Management and Implementation Switch Port Security Disable
Unused Ports A simple method that many

Close port 80 & 443 on Cisco switch

Hi i have Cisco switch model 2960 48 ports i plane to disable three ports on it for
Internet service. I want to know how

Back Button

We would like to show you a description here but the site won''t allow us.

Disabling unused access ports

We have been disabling ports manually and putting them in a dead Vlan whenever a
port shows not connected. Is

portDisable

Disables a port or a range of ports identified by port numbers, index number in
hexadecimal format. You may specify

portCfgPersistentDisable

Use this command to persistently disable a port or a range of ports. Persistently
disabled ports remain disabled across power cycles,
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Disabling Switch Ports

On a cisco switch such as a catalyst 2900 & 3500 series switches, you can just shut
the port down. It treats each port

Permanently Physically Disable Switchport

Sort of a fringe question, but I discovered that my primary trunk port 0/47 on my
lab''s core switch (to the router) is

Restricting Traffic with Isolated Switch Ports

Port isolation allows a network administrator to prevent traffic from being sent
between specific ports. This can be

Portdisable | Brocade Fabric OS Command Reference (Supporting

Specifying multiple ports with the index (-i) or slot (-s) option is supported only if
PortSwap is disabled. They are not supported on

Enabling or Disabling Switch Ports

In the switch Graphic view, click on the ports to configure. A check mark appears for
each SFP or QSFP. Select Actions >

Switchdisable | Brocade Fabric OS Command Reference (Supporting

When this command is executed on a logical switch, only the ports allocated to the
logical are disabled. To disable the entire chassis,

Disable Unused Switch Ports — Network+ & A+ Lab | 101 Labs

Hands-on lab showing how to disable unused switch ports to improve network
security. CompTIA Network+ and A+ practical lab

Disable-NetworkSwitchEthernetPort (NetworkSwitchManager)

This command disables an Ethernet port with device ID Ethernet17 on a network
switch. The command uses a CimSession, similar

portDisable

Disables a port or a range of ports identified by port numbers, index number in
hexadecimal format. You may specify

portCfgPersistentDisable

Use this command to persistently disable a port or a range of ports. Persistently
disabled ports remain disabled across power cycles,

Disabling Switch Ports
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On a cisco switch such as a catalyst 2900 & 3500 series switches, you can just shut
the port down. It treats each port

Permanently Physically Disable Switchport

Sort of a fringe question, but I discovered that my primary trunk port 0/47 on my
lab''s core switch (to the router) is

Restricting Traffic with Isolated Switch Ports

Port isolation allows a network administrator to prevent traffic from being sent
between specific ports. This can be

Portdisable | Brocade Fabric OS Command Reference (Supporting

Specifying multiple ports with the index (-i) or slot (-s) option is supported only if
PortSwap is disabled. They are not supported on

Enabling or Disabling Switch Ports

In the switch Graphic view, click on the ports to configure. A check mark appears for
each SFP or QSFP. Select Actions >

Switchdisable | Brocade Fabric OS Command Reference (Supporting

When this command is executed on a logical switch, only the ports allocated to the
logical are disabled. To disable the entire chassis,

Disable Unused Switch Ports — Network+ & A+ Lab | 101 Labs

Hands-on lab showing how to disable unused switch ports to improve network
security. CompTIA Network+ and A+ practical lab

Disable-NetworkSwitchEthernetPort (NetworkSwitchManager)

This command disables an Ethernet port with device ID Ethernet17 on a network
switch. The command uses a CimSession, similar

Related Video Reference

This video was associated with the source search result. Verify technical details
against current product documentation and project requirements.
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://alfa-pro.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://alfa-pro.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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